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Impressions of the World of Ports
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Additional requirements 

The natural conditions of the location are a prerequisite for the planning of the park. Existing trees 
should be preserved to the greatest possible extent. Existing and planned topographical features should 
be taken into consideration in any design. It is especially important to consider the entire site’s high 
groundwater levels. The gardens are only one meter above mean sea level. Soil conditions are also diffi-
cult, as the soils are marshy and consist mainly of clay and silt. All gardens have to be connected to the 
planned circulation system and should provide barrier-free access if possible.       

All plants and materials used in the gardens should be appropriate for Germany’s temperate Central Eu-
ropean climate zone. A precise analysis of all planned vegetation and its growth requirements is neces-
sary. Special or rare plants are commonly used at garden shows and they are often planted in unusual 
combinations in order to increase overall variety.     

→ http://lve-baumschule.de/en/ (a nursery in the area)

It is the igs 2013’s intention to build all of the ten university-designed gardens. A maximum of 40,000 
euros is available for the construction of each garden. Participants must consider this limit when de-
signing the gardens, and should also strive to reduce maintenance costs. Even though garden shows 
generally have an intensive maintenance concept, reduced maintenance will improve the chances of 
preserving the garden for the future. 
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Impressions of the World of Nature
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3 The Gardens

The topics of the gardens assigned to the individual universities by igs 2013 will be explained in the 
following section.  Each university will work on this theme only. The exchange or modification of topics 
will not be permitted due to organisational considerations.

Asia‘s Pearl (09), World of Ports

Hong Kong – cultivating pearls, Kung Fu
→ National University of Singapore, Singapore

Visitors will be enchanted by the world of pearls in the garden ‚Asia‘s Pearl‘. Pearls of the most varied 
colours and sizes can be fascinating. Will the pearl garden turn out to be a place of peace and quiet, 
of beauty and relaxation? The history of pearls is closely linked to the history of humankind. All the 
great civilizations have appreciated them. Arabs and Indians have loved them passionately since time 
immemorial. Nowadays, men seek to seduce the women they admire with pearls, while princes and 
kings of old decorated their women with these wonders of nature, thereby demonstrating their power 
and wealth. Prosperous Asians collected pearls to delight in their beauty, some considered them to 
have healing and invigorating properties ... Pearls bring Hindus luck, Arabs prosperity, Chinese health, 
and Egyptians love. To the ancient Greeks, the word ‚pearl‘ etymologically meant purity, while for the 
Romans, it signified love and passion.

Ellis Island (14), World of Ports

New York – multiculturality, immigration, and cultures living together today
→ University of Pennsylvania, USA

New York has been a major destination for immigrants for centuries. Between 1892 and 1954, appro-
ximately 12 million immigrants arrived at Ellis Island, the central point for immigration. Many of the 
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The Gardens

migrants had left Germany via the port of Hamburg to begin a new life in the US.
Today, New York is still characterized by migration and by many cultures living side by side. Here people 
from all continents live together, which is why New York is also called a melting pot of nations. The 
multicultural nature of New York‘s urban society is also reflected in the most varied facets, including 
multinational cuisine, festivals, and especially neighbourhoods such as Chinatown and Little Italy.
Colourful gardens grow on empty lots or open spaces in the inner city, and people from the most varied 
nations tend the gardens together. These open garden projects give people a space for intercultural 
dialogue and an opportunity to grow their own food.

Watercolours and Rainbows (23), World of Water

Water in art
→École Nationale Superieure du Paysage, France

‚It‘s summertime, a warm, even hot summer day. The afternoon gets hotter and more humid, and the 
sky, blue just a moment ago, turns black. Threatening mountains of clouds gather, and the roaring and 
rumbling hint at what will be let loose in a moment. Bolts of lightning flash through the air, and the 
cracking thunder frightens us. Anyone who has not found protection from the weather will be drenched 
within seconds. ….. Slowly, things calm down again, the storm blows over like a monster breathing fire. 
Slowly, it gets lighter again, the sky clears up, the first rays of the sun come out, and then: a rainbow 
appears in the sky. Suddenly, we are enchanted by the sunlight, reflecting and refracting in the spheri-
cal drops of water, and we feel enveloped by a flamboyant arc of colourful light.‘

Rainbows with their spectrum of colours are actually a purely physical phenomenon that can be ex-
plained scientifically. And yet there is hardly anything comparable that casts such a spell on us. This 
phenomenon is presumably the result of light and colours interacting. In the fine arts, using waterco-
lours achieves a similar effect: on the one hand, unbelievable luminosity, and on the other, the trans-
parency of light.
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Oasis Garden (32), World of Water

The power of drops
→ Universitat Politecnica de Catalunya, Spain

Oases are spots of vegetation in the desert, usually located by a spring or a watering hole. They vary in 
size and character, from small ponds surrounded by date palms to major cities with industrial and ag-
ricultural businesses. Oases used to be supply stations for caravans as well as nomads‘ trading centres. 
News as well as goods are exchanged in the hustle and bustle. 

Sophisticated irrigation techniques enable oasis economies to exist. The water required to cultivate 
crops is usually distributed via open canals – forming a mosaic-like pattern – following a strictly de-
fined formula. This is an intensive type of economy within the oases, not only supplying the population 
with food, but also often providing important cultural goods with the cultivated crops. 

En vogue (43), World of Cultural Diversity	

A garden très chic – garden of the vanities
→ Jomo Kenyata University of Agriculture and Technology, Kenya

The garden thematises clothing, fashion and trends. Is clothing like a business card, reflecting cultu-
ral particularities? The development ranges from kilts to miniskirts, from grass skirts to skirts made of 
recycled materials. Is this a garden of zest for life, full of colours and variations? Clothing and fashion 
have many facets; prescribed by society, marked by traditions, adapted to the local climate, or simply a 
matter of taste.

It is human nature to present ourselves as best we can, to call attention to the best in us. The goal is 
usually to attract other people‘s gazes, to scramble for compliments – in short: to be respected by other 
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people. Perhaps because people’s outward appearances are also a kind of business card that reveals a 
lot about them. Many people believe that the need to always draw attention to ‚the best‘ is the driving 
force behind the developments in the world of fashion and clothing. Plant-based materials dyed with 
dye plants play a major role in producing clothing, in addition to furs and skins. 

In the Name of the Rose (47), World of Cultural Diversity	

Garden of the symbols of cultures
→ Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology, Australia

Symbols are the attempt to depict a sensation pictorially. They are authentic signs used by people since 
time immemorial to make us aware of something without using words. The world of signs and symbols 
ranges from Stone-Age cave paintings to the Celts‘ symbolism based on numbers and nature to Zen art 
in Asia. Some of these ancient design fundamentals are, however, as current as ever. New signs and 
symbols, icons of web culture connect the cultures of the world when communicating with one another. 
Sometimes, the same symbols have different meanings in different cultures. Similar to music, symbols 
say more than words and are often signs of communication and shared identity. Depending on the 
culture in question, plants or cultures may carry different symbolic functions. Symbols also migrate from 
one culture to another which then internalises them as its own original symbolism. 

The Lost Garden (64), World of Continents	

Atlantis – the lost city, Children‘s playground
→ Edinburgh College of Art/Heriot-Watt University, Scotland

Hardly any place in the world is as mysterious, as searched for and investigated, disputed and debated 
over than Atlantis. What is Atlantis? A legendary sunken island kingdom and great maritime power that 
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ruled over large parts of Europe and Africa, that disappeared in “a single day and an unfortunate night” 
as a result of a natural catastrophe. Or did Atlantis actually exist, and if so, where might it have been 
located? Atlantis has been described as a paradise. A green atoll with fertile plains and forests in which 
unknown animals lived. The island also had immense deposits of valuable mineral resources such as 
gold, silver, and orichalcum, which Plato described as a “fiery shimmering metal”. A liveable and heal-
thy environment that tends to conjure up feelings of abundance and vitality rather than of deprivation 
and hardship.       

Perhaps the name Atlantis stands for so many additional fantasies exactly because it is so legendary and 
mythical. It is used as the main setting in the science fiction film Stargate Atlantis, and in Jules Verne’s 
wonderful novel 20,000 Leagues under the Sea, where Captain Nemo and Professor Aronnax visit the 
ruins of Atlantis on the bottom of the ocean. Atlantis has also been the name of a space shuttle that has 
gone on voyages into outer space. Atlantis is a synonym for all kinds of dreams, myths, and fantasies.  

Garden of the Flying Strawberries (65), World of Nature

Food production in the future, the new vegetable garden
→ Estonian University of Life Sciences, Estonia

How can a fish be helpful in tomato production? Does modern vegetable cultivation even need soil? 
How do I grow strawberries? How will food be grown in the future? Visitors will find insights into and 
scenarios of modern food production in this garden. 
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Gardening on Mars (67), World of Nature 	

The interplanetary garden
→ ETH Zürich, Switzerland

Outer space, infinite expanses ... will we live and tend our gardens in outer space, too, sometime? Will 
plants still exist then, or will something completely different develop? This garden takes visitors on a trip 
to an uncertain, but exciting future and opens new horizons.  

Playing and Circus Arts (74), World of Activity	

From acrobatics to magic
→ Escola de Belas Artes, Brasil

The circus is as lively and surprising as life itself: it‘s full of ups and downs, and things are turned upside 
down. Acrobatics are considered a calculated risk and encourage people to experience adventures in 
physical activity in their everyday lives. But circus also means magic, from seemingly genuine illusions 
to playful tricks. People watch the goings-on in the circus ring, and the design should provide space for 
spectators to observe things. In the circus, there is room for creativity, fun, and moments of wonder and 
astonishment – for young and old alike!
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1. Promotor
1. Awarding Authority
igs internationale gartenschau hamburg 2013 gmbh
Pollhornbogen 18
21107 Hamburg, Germany
Tel.: +49- 40 / 226 31 98 - 0 • Fax: +49- 40  / 226 31 98 – 99
www.igs-hamburg.de
Contact: Dr. Hanna Bornholdt

2. Procedural Support
büro luchterhandt
stadtplanung. Stadtforschung.stadtreisen
Wrangelstr.18
20253 Hamburg, Germany
Tel: +49- 40/ 64882373 • Fax: +49- 40/ 64882373
buero@luchterhandt.de www.luchterhandt.de
Contact: Daniel Luchterhandt, Karolin Kaiser

3. Type of Competition
The competition will be a two-stage international landscape architectural ideas competition for stu-
dents of landscape architecture and architecture.

First stage: Internal university selection
The first phase will be carried out independently by each individual university. Using a procedure of 

4 Procedure
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their own choosing, each university will select three entries for the second phase and submit them 
online by 15 July 2010.

Second stage: Jury consisting of the igs 2013 and external experts
A jury will choose one winner per university from the submitted entries. Universities will not compete 
against each other.

4. The Task of the Competition
The object of the competition is the landscape architectural design of one of ten gardens (there will be 
a total of 80 new gardens) belonging to the international garden show hamburg 2013. Students at an 
international university will develop a design for one of the gardens after the igs 2013 has assigned each 
university with a particular site. Each participating university will work on a different garden.

5. Language
The competition language is English.

6. Participants
Students of landscape architecture and architecture are eligible to participate. Students may form de-
sign teams. The following universities have been invited to participate in this competition:  
- 	 ETH Zürich, Institute of Landscape Architecture, Zurich, Switzerland
- 	 Edinburgh College of Art, School of Landscape Architecture, Edinburgh, Scotland
- 	 École Nationale Superieure du Paysage (ENSP), Paris, France
- 	 Estonian University of Life Sciences, Tartu, Estonia
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- 	 Escola de Belas Artes, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
- 	 Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT), Melbourne, Australia
- 	 Universitat Politecnica de Catalunya (UPC), Barcelona, Spain
- 	 National University of Singapore, School of Design and Environment, Singapore
- 	 Jomo Kenyata University of Agriculture and Technology, Department of Landscape, Nairobi, Kenya
- 	 University of Pennsylvania (UPenn), School of Design, Faculty of Landscape Architecture, Philadelphia, 

USA

7. Jury
The Jury will consist of members of the igs 2013, German landscape architects and persons of the German 
Federal Garden Show Association.

8. Preliminary Examination
The preliminary examination will be carried out by büro luchterhand, Hamburg, in cooperation with 
the igs internationale gartenschau hamburg 2013 GmbH. The awarding authority reserves the right to 
designate additional consultants and preliminary examiners.

9. Ownership and Copyright
All submitted documents shall become the property of the awarding authority, which has the right to 
transfer them to a third party. The copyright and the right to publish the documents remain with the 
authors. The awarding authority has the right to document, exhibit, and to publish the documents 
through a third party upon completion of the procedure without any further remuneration. The names 
of the authors shall be mentioned.    
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10. Construction of the Gardens

It is the igs 2013’s intention to build the ten winning designs by 2013 and to include them in the design 
of the international garden show 2013. RMP Landscape Architects will be responsible for all final design 
and construction of the designs.

11. Announcement of the Competition Results
All participants and members of the jury shall be notified about the results after the jury has completed 
its deliberations. The awarding authority will publicly display all of the contributions and the names 
of the authors. The exact dates of the exhibition as well as its location shall be publicized in due time.

 
12. Statement of Participation
The universities selected have already confirmed their participation in the competition. A Confirmation 
of Participation form has already been sent out. In signing the form the participants have agreed that 
all of the documents made available to them will be used exclusively and solely for the purposes of this 
competition. 

13. Further Inquiries
Any further inquiries concerning the competition task must be addressed in writing (letter, fax, email) 
to büro luchterhand by 15 June 2010. Due to the different phases of work at the universities responses to 
inquiries will be sent continuously in writing. 
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14. Prizes
 A first prize of will be awarded to each participating university. The winner or winning team will receive 
a prize of 1,000 euros. By unanimous consent the jury has the right to decide on a different distribution 
of the prize money.  

15. Competition Documents
- Description of the individual world and garden theme (included in the Competition brief)
- Competition Brief
- Photographs
- Site Plan
- Visualisations
- General Plan of the igs 2013
- General Plan of the IBA Hamburg
- Declaration of Authorship (form)

16. Competition Requirements
- Site Plan 1: 100 (metric system)
- Spatial Organisation 1:500 (metric system)
- Section 1:50 (metric system)
- 2 Perspectives/Visualisation
- Explanatory Text (max. 2,500 characters)
- Material Catalogue (reference pictures)
- Planting Concept
- Declaration of Authorship (form)
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17. Formal Requirements 
All plans and illustrations must fit on a maximum of two DIN A1 plans (portrait format). Detailed infor-
mation about the required layout of plans is included in the competition documents. All plans shall be 
submitted online.

18. Labelling 
The names of the authors must be clearly identified on all submitted documents. File names shall clearly 
indicate which competition entry the documents belong to. The Declaration of Authorship shall be com-
pletely filled out by all participants/teams.   

19. Evaluation Criteria
- Quality of the landscape architectural concept
- Originality
- How well the original theme is reflected in the design concept
- Integration of the garden in the particular world in question
- Innovative content
- Fulfilment of the requirements
- Feasibility of using the design to construct the garden

20. Deadline for Submissions
All entries must be completely uploaded onto the website www.luchterhandt.de by 15 July 2010.  
Competition entries submitted after this date will not be accepted.   
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21. Schedule

15 February 2010: 		  Competition Brief and documents available on the Internet 
15 June 2010: 			   Deadline for inquiries
15 July 2010: 			   Submission (online) 
End of August 2010: 		  Jury
September/October 2010: 	 Awarding of prizes and exhibition of entries

Helpful links

international garden show hamburg 2013: www.igs-hamburg.de/130.0.html?&L=1 
Hamburg: http://english.hamburg.de/
Hafencity Hamburg: http://en.hafencity.com/
IBA Hamburg: http://www.iba-hamburg.de/en/00_start/start.php
Plant catalogue, Lorenz von Ehren nursery: http://lve-baumschule.de/en/ 
Federal Horticultural Show Schwerin 2009:  http://www.buga-2009.de/
Federal Horticultural Show Koblenz 2011: http://www.buga-2011.de/
International Garden Festival in Chaumont-sur-Loire:  
http://www.domaine-chaumont.fr/index.php?page=festival-2010&cat=102&expandable=2



51

List of illustrations (All of the illustrations (photographs, maps) are available in high quality in the download area):
Cover photo: igs 2013, p.2: http://www.gartenkunst-aus-frankreich.de/franz-garten/chaumont.html, p.5: Larisa Tsvetkova  
p.9: IBA Hamburg, p.10: igs 2013 / Landesinstitut Geoinformation und Vermessung, p.13: büro luchterhandt, p.15-p.17: RMP 
Landschaftsarchitekten, p.17: p.20: hauschild+siegel architecture, p.21: RMP Landschaftsarchitekten, p.23: igs 2013, p.24-1: 
RMP Landschaftsarchitekten, p.24-2: igs 2103, p.26: igs 2013, p.28- p.30-1: RMP Landschaftsarchitekten, p.30-2: igs 2013, 
p.35-p.37: igs 2013. 
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